Spo n taneo us pneumothorax is a rare manife station of lu ng cancer. Eight cas es of pneumothorax found in 1648 patients with lung cancer from 1979 -1 990 are r eported . Histopathologic ty pe s of cancer were adenocarcinoma in three cases' squamous cell carcinoma in two cas es. bronch ioloalveolar carc inoma in two cases. and metastatic re nal cell carcinoma in one case. The primary tumor mass was not found eve n a fter thoracotomy in two cases. Sponta n eou s pneumothorax occurred on the ipsilateral side of the cancer. All the patients were more than 40 years old with a history of smoking 1-2 packs a day for 20 to 50 years' and had c hronic lung diseases. Th e authors e mphasize that bronchogenic carcinoma may be one of the causes of spontaneous pneumothorax in appropriate cli nical settings 
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